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Dear colleagues at the Lebanese Association for History,

I address you today to express my deep gratitude for the trust you have
placed in me. I carry this trust as a responsibility that I am keen to honor
with full commitment, as we move forward in developing the teaching of
history in Lebanon.

I cannot but commend your collective efforts and tireless work, which have
greatly contributed to strengthening the Association’s presence as an active
and influential component of the educational landscape, earning it growing
trust at both the educational and institutional levels.

The Association’s reference role in history education calls upon us to launch
a new phase of systematic work, aimed at preserving its academic standing
while deepening its mission and strengthening its role in supporting history
education and the professional development of teachers.

We will strive to ensure that LAH becomes a vibrant hub for the exchange
of expertise among teachers and researchers, open to every new and
inspiring idea that contributes to making the teaching of history engaging
and responsive to contemporary realities.

We will also remain committed to our national role by offering our
expertise and capabilities to support educational institutions in
implementing the anticipated new curricula, and by contributing to the
formulation of educational policies related to history. Our responsibility
towards the curriculum is, first and foremost, a national responsibility that
reflects our shared commitment to the future of history education in
Lebanon.

On the occasion of Christmas and New Year, I am pleased to extend my
warmest wishes to all members of LAH, wishing you and your families
good health and peace of mind, and hoping that our country may be
blessed with security and stability.

President's
Word
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Election of New Administrative Committee

Lebanese Association for History

Despite the harsh circumstances Lebanon is going through, LAH succeeded in completing the
elections of its new Administrative Committee.

These elections were originally scheduled to take place in September 2024, in accordance with the
date stipulated in its internal regulations, but the repercussions of the war imposed a forced
postponement.

At a meeting held on December 20, 2024, under the chairmanship of Mr. Walid Hachicho, the
General Assembly convened, and the electoral process resulted in the election of seven members out
of nine candidates.

The new committee includes the following professors: Jamal Arafat, Leila Zahwi, Jihane Francis,
Maya Abbas, Mounira Yamout, Rima Daou, and Aline Nakhoul. Professor Leila Zahwi was elected
President of the Association for a three-year term.
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General Assembly Meetings

AThe 2025 General Assembly meetings marked two key milestones in strengthening
ties among LAH members and keeping pace with developments in the educational
sector.

The first meeting featured a comprehensive presentation of the national framework
for the new curriculum and its educational updates, including the educational
ladder, alongside a practical training activity.

The session was led by LAH President, Ms. Leila Zahoui, Dr. Amin Elias, Mrs. Jihane
Francis and Ms. Lamia Hitti, who are all members of the Curriculum Development
Committee.

The second meeting included a comprehensive overview of LAH projects and
initiatives in the areas of project programs and networking, in addition to a training
activity that focused on the importance of social and emotional learning and its
connection to self-awareness and emotional regulation.

The activity was facilitated by Mrs. Maya Abbas, contributing to the success of the
meeting and strong participant engagement.

Participants expressed notable engagement and praised LAH efforts, emphasizing
that these meetings provide an effective space for training and the exchange of
expertise, while also enhancing knowledge of the new history curriculum.
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A New Partnership Between
the Lebanese Association for History and Berghof

Berghof Foundation

This partnership with the Berghof Foundation is part of the project “Towards a Memory for the
Future,” which aims to promote reconciliation and coming to terms with the past in Lebanon. The
project does so by documenting academic expertise and first-hand experiences related to the civil
war, organizing cultural and dialogue-based seminars, showcasing contributions by academics,
researchers, and educational specialists, developing classroom-ready educational tools, and
conveying the experiences of individuals who lived through specific events during the war.
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As part of the lecture series entitled “Let’s Talk History”, the Lebanese Association for History
organized, between April and June 2025, three seminars featuring Professors Dima de Clerk,
Marwan Abi Fadel, and Marc Abou Abdallah.

The discussion with Dr. de Clerk focused on her book Lebanon at War and on ways of teaching the
history of this war in schools.

With Dr. Abi Fadel, the conversation revolved around how national culture can be built through
curricula in general, and through the subject of history in particular.

As for Dr. Abou Abdallah, who has published a book on the history of elections in Lebanon, the
discussion centered on how to train students in schools in civic thinking, especially by deepening
their understanding of elections as a criterion for holding candidates accountable for their
discourse and behavior.
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The Lebanese War Between Memory and History

. ThelebaneseWar
_ Between Hlstary and Memnry
vrruameparhmnaum " nrtl;m nem ]

Dr. Fouad El Dairani and Ms. Heur Baj jani.
The session will be moderated Ia:f Dr. Jamal Wakim
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On the occasion of the 50th commemoration of the Lebanese wars (1975-1990), the
group “Academics for Lebanon” (AFL), in cooperation with LAH and Berghof
foundation, organized a seminar entitled “The Lebanese War Between Memory and
History.”

The seminar brought together Professor Nour Bajani, Dr. Fouad El-Dairani, and Dr.
Dima de Clerk, and was moderated by Dr. Jamal Wakim. It took place on 12 June
2025 at Beit Beirut.

The panelists discussed the Lebanese war from multiple perspectives. Dr. El-Dairani
took both the panelists and the audience back fifty years, drawing on his personal
memory as a former combatant in the war, as well as his current experience in
advocating for peace and extracting lessons from the period of conflict.

Professor Nour Bejani examined the Lebanese war through the lens of transitional
justice, focusing on how states have dealt with this principle since 1990. Dr. Dima de
Clerk, in turn, shared her experience of historicizing the war by emphasizing social
history, the history of ordinary people, and state institutions, rather than direct
political history and the prominent figures around whom the events of that period
revolved.

The presentations were followed by a very rich and engaging discussion with the
audience.
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The Role of Women in Creating History:
Students Discover Pioneering Women Excluded from
School Curricula

LAH implemented an educational project entitled “The Role of Women in Creating History"
in partnership with UN Women, with funding from the Embassy of Canada in Beirut, and in
collaboration with the Directorate of Secondary Education at the Ministry of Education and
Higher Education.

Over a six-month period, Grade 10 students from thirteen public and private secondary
schools, alongside a group of students from the Faculty of Education at the Lebanese
University, engaged in a comprehensive research-based learning experience. The project
focused on highlighting women’s roles in history through researching the lives of prominent
women and conducting interviews with influential female figures.

To support teachers throughout the project, specialized training workshops were organized
to enhance pedagogical techniques and strategies for addressing gender bias in historical
narratives. These workshops also focused on integrating women’s issues into history teaching
in light of their absence from official curricula, fostering critical thinking and transforming
classrooms into spaces for dialogue and participatory learning.

The project concluded with a student exhibition held at Beit Beirut, where the completed
research projects were presented. The event was attended by representatives of partner
organizations, the Director of Secondary Education, Mr. Khaled Fayed, students’ families,
participating school administrations, as well as educators and academics. The exhibition
demonstrated students’ abilities to produce historical knowledge grounded in research and
analysis and strengthened their awareness of their role in constructing historical narratives.

This project aligns with LAH’s commitment to developing educational approaches based on
equality and justice, contributing to the development of critical historical awareness among
young generations through a more inclusive history that reflects the diversity of human
experiences and restores women’s rightful place in both past and present.
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“Her Story is from Our History” Workshop
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In partnership with UN Women, the Lebanese Association for History presented the “Her Story is
from Our History” workshop in Beirut, Zahle, and Damour.

The workshops took place between February and April 2025 with the support of the Directorate of
Secondary Education and included a large group of teachers from both the public and private
sectors.

The facilitation team relied heavily on the educational units developed by LAH to enhance the
image and role of women in Lebanon’s contemporary history, which contributed to providing a
rich learning experience.

During the workshop, participants addressed the notable absence of women in history curricula
and explored various strategies and techniques to introduce women’s perspectives and histories
into classrooms, adding depth and meaning to curriculum content.

Everyone also learned about a distinguished group of Lebanese women who played a prominent
role in shaping Lebanon’s post-independence history.

We extend our sincere thanks to the facilitation team, which included Mrs. Nayla Hamadeh, Mrs.
Mounira Yamout, Dr. Amin Elias, Mrs. Rita Keirouz, Mrs. Maya Abbas and Ms. Amira Hariri.
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Launching “Academics for Lebanon”
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On ldentity, the State, and Living Together
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Among the activities organized by AFL, the book “On Identity, the State, and Living Together: Papers,
Discussions, and Conclusions (1)”, edited by Dr. Amin Elias, was published. This book is the result of
collective reflection, deep dialogue, and shared consensus among more than twenty academics from
diverse fields of knowledge, cultural backgrounds, and age groups.

These participants came together within the framework of the “It’s Time for History Talks” project,
which was established through a partnership between the Lebanese Association for History and the
Swiss Embassy in Lebanon and Syria.

Historians, philosophers, specialists in political science and sociology, novelists, experts in dealing
with the past and oral history, as well as history teachers, from all regions of Lebanon and across its
social groups and generations, gathered to collectively chart a path that affirms the role of academia
in social and political change in Lebanon. Their shared aim was to reflect together on fundamental
issues such as the Lebanese wars, Lebanese identity, the state, and living together.
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Facilitation Team Participating in a Workshop
on Oral History

As part of its commitment to developing the skills of its facilitation team and enhancing their
capacity to use innovative tools and approaches to strengthen history education and address
sensitive pasts, LAH, in cooperation with the Civil Peace Service Forum, conducted a two-day
online workshop on May 5 and 15.

The workshop was facilitated by Professors Jihane Francis and Rima Daou, with the participation
of 14 trainers from the Association’s training team.

During the workshop, participants were introduced to the Reimagine the Past platform, previously
launched by the Civil Peace Service Forum. They explored the components, tools, and techniques
of oral history, and applied a range of activities available on the platform.

At the conclusion of the workshop, the trainees expressed their need for further training and
specialized workshops in oral history, in order to deepen their knowledge and strengthen their
ability to use it effectively in the writing and teaching of history.
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Workshop on Historical Thinking
at the Faculty of Education,
Lebanese University - Social Studies Department

The Faculty of Education at the Lebanese University — Social Studies Department, in cooperation
with the Lebanese Association for History, organized a workshop on historical thinking at the
Research and Studies Center Hall in Furn El Chebbak, on Friday, May 9, 2025.

Approximately fifty students from the Social Studies Department from Branches I and II
participated in the workshop.

Working collaboratively in groups, and facilitated by Professors Leila Zahwi and Rima Daou, the
students engaged in activities exploring how war has changed people’s lives in Lebanon, as well as
women’s contributions to the event of the Lebanese independence.

The workshop was highly interactive, as students presented their joint work in an atmosphere of
enthusiasm and active engagement. A number of history professors also attended the workshop,
accompanying the students on a shared journey of inquiry and reflection on the two topics.

Sincere thanks are extended to the Dean of the Faculty, Professor Khalil Al-Jamal, the Head of the
History Department, Dr. Nadim Najdi, Dr. Asia Al-Mehtar, and to the team of the Lebanese
Association for History, who worked together to organize and carry out this workshop, offering
students a valuable opportunity to explore new perspectives in the teaching of social studies in
general, and history in particular.
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Launch of the Framework for
Dealing with the Past in Education

Based on LAH’s commitment to contributing to the process of dealing with the past in
Lebanon, a team of educators developed a supportive methodological framework for
addressing the past, hoping it would serve as a guiding document for curriculum
developers and teachers in all fields and stages, in order to emphasize the role of education
in promoting social cohesion and building shared aspirations.

The framework was launched on June 19, 2025 at Beit Beirut.

The partnership with the United Nations Development Programme in Lebanon and UN
Women, with the support of the Government of Canada, contributed to LAH's success in
forming a team of specialists who relied on their diverse expertise to develop an integrated
framework that defines the concept of “dealing with the past” and its principles, and
proposes strategies that curriculum developers and teachers can adopt to help activate the
role of education in promoting civil peace and reconciliation with the past.

The team included: Dr. Marwan Abi Fadel, Dr. Amin Elias, Mrs. Nayla Khodr Hamadeh,
Mrs. Lamia Hitti, Mrs. Wadia Khoury, Ms. Leila Zahwi, Mrs. Jihane Francis, Ms. Soha
Fleyfil, Dr. Martin Akkad, and Dr. Nizar Al-Mubhtar.
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Empowering Facilitators:
A Journey Toward Positive Conflict Resolution

As part of our ongoing commitment to professional development, our facilitators recently
participated in a transformative workshop titled “An Eye for an Eye?” made possible with the
support of forumZFD.

Led by Mrs. Mona Hassouna from “Steps” and Mr. Hassan Salha from the Forum for Civil Peace
Service, the workshop offered a deep dive into understanding oneself and others, and explored
effective strategies for navigating and resolving conflicts constructively.

Throughout the workshop, our team actively engaged in analyzing real-life conflicts, uncovering
the complexities that arise in different situations. Participants learned to distinguish between facts,
emotions, and needs in any event, which is an essential skill for proposing solutions that address the
root causes rather than simply reacting emotionally.

This experience has equipped our facilitators with practical tools to foster positive change and
collaboration within our organization and the wider community.

We look forward to seeing the impact of these new skills on our ongoing work!
The workshop spanned three days.
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Retreat “Academics for Lebanon”

The members of AFL held a two-day retreat on 27-28 June 2025 at the Bois de Boulogne Hotel in
the town of Boulonia, Metn.

During the retreat sessions, several key issues were discussed, most notably the approval of the
date of the annual conference in September 2025, the presentation and discussion of the
conclusions on “living together,” as well as the presentation and discussion of the “educational
vision” paper drafted by the Education Committee.

The participants also agreed on the criteria for admitting new members to the working group over
the coming year.

The retreat was further distinguished by coinciding with the launch of the group’s first publication,
“On Identity, the State, and Living Together: Papers, Discussions, and Conclusions,” edited by Dr.
Amin Elias. The gathering thus provided an opportunity to collectively celebrate this first shared
intellectual output.
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“Otherness and Justice in the Writings of Sunni Muslim
Scholars in Egypt, Syria, and Lebanon”

AFL, in cooperation with LAH, organized a roundtable discussion entitled “Otherness and Justice in
the Writings of Sunni Muslim Scholars in Egypt, Syria, and Lebanon,” with Professor Dominique
Avon, Professor and Director of Research at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (EPHE), Paris.

Professor Avon presented the views of Sunni scholars during the 19th and 20th centuries, particularly
with regard to the issues of otherness and equality. He sought to situate these views within their
historical and geographical contexts and to examine them critically, especially in relation to
modernity and the challenges it posed to Islamic religious thought.
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The First Annual Conference on the Dialectics of
Coexistence and Peacebuilding in Lebanon

As part of its series of activities, AFL, in partnership with LAH,
launched its first conference entitled “The Dialectics of
Coexistence and Peacebuilding in Lebanon: Approaches in
Politics, Economics, Education, Culture, and Media”.

This conference marked the group’s first public engagement
with the broader public and stakeholders interested in public
affairs. It also served as a platform for discussion and dialogue
on key issues that influence the strengthening of stability, the : _
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The conference opened with an inaugural session attended by
the Minister of Education and Higher Education, Professor
Rima Karami, and the Swiss Ambassador to Lebanon and
Syria, Dr. Marion Weischelt.

Opening remarks were delivered on behalf of the group by Dr.
Simon Abdel Massih, followed by addresses from the Minister
and the Swiss Ambassador. This was followed by an open
discussion with the Minister, focusing on her experience as an
academic engaged in public affairs.

The conference then proceeded in three sessions. The first was
a plenary session featuring Professor Anton Saad, Dr. Bassem
Al-Raai, and Dr. Wissam Al-Lahham, and was moderated by
Dr. Mona Al-Basha. The second and third sessions took the
form of ten roundtable discussions addressing a wide range of
topics, including pluralism, identity, historical narratives,
media, artificial intelligence, the role of women, and others.

The conference concluded with a final session during which
the outcomes and key conclusions of each roundtable were
presented. The proceedings of the conference will be
published in early summer 2026.
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New Educational Resources
for Teaching Modern Lebanese History
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On October 7, 2025, the Lebanese Association for History launched a pioneering set of educational
resources that re-examine Lebanon’s post-independence history through a comprehensive lens,
sensitive to conflict and gender issues. This initiative was carried out in collaboration with UNDP -
Lebanon and UN Women - Lebanon, with support from the Canadian Embassy.

During the launch event, the President of the Center for Educational Research and Development
praised the Association’s role in developing new approaches to history education and supporting
the process of curriculum development. The Canadian Ambassador, Mr. Gregory Galligan,
highlighted the importance of multi-narrative approaches in building societal peace.

Ms. Blerta Aliko, UNDP Resident Representative, emphasized the strong partnership with the
Association and commended its innovative resources and training programs. Ms. Gilan El-Messiri,
UN Women Representative in Lebanon, shed light on the importance of enhancing the
representation and role of women in educational curricula.

The event was attended by around one hundred participants, most of whom were academics and
educators.

The resources include six educational units: two dedicated to the period of the civil war and four
related to the role of the Lebanese women in history covering the years from independence to the

early 1970s.

The authoring team, coordinated by Nayla Hamadeh, includes Maya Abbas, Lamia Hitti, Nayla
Hamadeh, Jamal Arafat, Ghada Al Ali, Leila Zahwi, Sabine Ghosn, and Jihan Francis.

These resources are now freely available to all educators on the Association’s website.
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Rethinking the Teaching of History:
Experts and Political Parties Discuss a Multi-Narrative
Approach

LAH participated in a closed-door roundtable on the teaching of history in Lebanon,
focusing on recent developments, progress achieved, and prospects for adopting a
multi-narrative approach.

The meeting was organized by the Forum for Memory and the Future and the
Lebanese Center for Policy Studies on 17 December 2025, with the participation of
the President of the Center for Educational Research and Development, Dr. Hiyam
Ishaq, and Dr. Nada Hassan Fayyad, Head of the Scope and Sequence Committee
within the curriculum reform, alongside representatives of a number of Lebanese
political parties.

During the meeting, a research paper prepared by the Center in partnership with the
Forum was presented, emphasizing the importance of adopting a multi-narrative
methodology as a key entry point for strengthening Lebanon’s process of dealing
with the past.




