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ANi |s & maltidisciplinary artist. Her work
reflects the compbax relationships amd
synthesie of urbamism and arganism. Ani
s based in Prague, having beft her beloved
Kytv, after the fall-scale invasion of
Ukraime in 2022,

PANELISTS Lamia Joreige is o viswal arist and film-

Lamia Joreige, Lebanon makes who lives and works (n Bein. Her
- i practice, rooted in her comntry’s

AMNi Svami, Ukraine experience, explores the possibillties of

representing the Lebanese wars and their

aftermath.
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Since its establishment in 2013, LAH has
consistently demonstrated itself as one of the
finest expressions of civil and elite dynamism in
Lebanon. It remains steadfast in its commitment
to Lebanon's issues and humanity through
education in general and the development of
history education in particular.

Since the beginning of 2024, LAH has partnered
with UN Women, forumZFD, and the Swiss
Embassy in Lebanon and Syria. It also continues
its collaboration with CERD by completing the
Training of Trainers Program, developing two
educational units and finalizing a guide for the
development of history education. Additionally,
LAH, in collaboration with CERD, will soon
launch a joint educational vision on how to
develop history education and formulate a
common vision for a new unified history
curriculum. It is also worth mentioning that
members of the Association have joined the
initial committee for developing a new history
curriculum, which will help us, in collaboration
with CERD and senior experienced historians, to
reflect our vision of history in the desired
curriculum.

Moreover, we are ready, in cooperation with the
Swiss Embassy in Lebanon and Syria and a group
of multidisciplinary academics, to launch a
working group called "Academics for Lebanon."
This group will respond to Lebanon's need to
revive the role of academia or the intelligentsia in
building the “city" and shaping the social and
political discourse.

President's
Word
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This will be achieved by playing the role of the
"thinkers' force,” who have a decisive voice in
managing public affairs, setting public policy for the
country, and envisioning a prosperous future for
Lebanon's civilized persons, connected with
universal human civilization.

All this is possible thanks to your dedication and
loyalty, members of the Lebanese Association for
History, professors, and academics. Every day, you
prove in practice that citizenship is not just a slogan
but a practice and a commitment to the causes of the
nation, humanity, beauty, truth, and freedom.
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General Assembly Meeting

As usual at the beginning of each year, the General
Assembly of LAH met on January 25, 2024. President Dr.
Amin Elias presented the Association's 2023 budget and
answered all clarifying questions about it. The General
Assembly then approved the budget.

Following  that, the president reviewed the
accomplishments of 2023 and the current status of the
Association’s projects and partnerships, especially those
with the Educational Center for Research and
Development, the United Nations Development Program
(UNDP), UN Women, the Swiss Embassy in Lebanon and
Syria, and forumZFD.

There was also a space during the meeting for teachers to
exchange their educational experiences and insights. The
meeting concluded with the presentation and discussion
of Professor Jamal Arafat’s book "The Baalbek Social
Fabric through Municipal Work," published by Dar Al-
Farabi in 2018.
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Roundtables
Lecture by the President of LAH at

the International College on
Independence Day

On the occasion of Independence Day, and upon
the invitation of the International College in
Beirut, Dr. Amin Elias, President of the Lebanese
Association for History, discussed with the school’s
students the importance and meanings of
independence, and the responsibilities we owe as
citizens.

He also emphasized the importance of working on
building a shared identity among Lebanese people
and its mutual impact on society and the public
good, especially in establishing national constants
and shaping the personalities of students who will
soon become future leaders.
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Roundtables
Seminar by Dr. Zeina Alloush on Illegal Ghild Adoptions

As part of its partnership with UN Women, LAH
organized two seminars in Tripoli (March 23) and Beirut
(March 26) with Dr. Zeina Alloush, a specialist in the issue
of illegal adoptions, under the title "From Our Forgotten
History: Children from Lebanon and the Issue of Illegal
Adoption."

This meeting aimed to approach the past in general,
especially the sensitive past experienced by the Lebanese
during periods of wars and conflicts, through the stories
of ordinary people, particularly the marginalized such as
women and children.

The issue of illegal adoption in Lebanon, especially
during times of war, directly affected children and
women. The vision of LAH considers the individual
human being as a value and an end in itself; therefore,
history should look at the histories, stories, and tales of
every person.
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Roundtables

Dr. Alloush highlighted the reality of "closed adoption,” which
severs the child from their origins and the mother, carried out
between countries through illegal means, including document
forgery and smuggling. This practice leads to the destruction of
families and communities.

Dr. Alloush also mentioned that more than two million
children are trafficked annually under the guise of adoption,
transported on illegal boats for migration, costing over one
hundred thousand US dollars, benefiting smuggling and
forgery networks. She pomted out that these smuggling
networks intersect between child trafficking, arms smuggling,
and drug trafficking.

In the Lebanese context, Dr. Alloush estimated that the number
of children trafficked during the wars and conflicts reached at
least ten thousand.

After Dr. Alloush’s presentation, the discussion covered the
following topics:

- How can such a subject be linked to dealing with the past and
teaching history through a gender lens?

- How can the subject be connected to current policies, and
what policies are needed to address this issue and ensure it
does not recur in the future, including child protection
policies?

The seminar in Tripoli, held at the "Marsah" Hall, was
facilitated by Mrs. Aline Nakhool, while the Beirut meeting,
held at the Radisson Blu Martinez Hotel, was facilitated by Mr..
Antoine Saad.
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Roundtables
Webinar: "Art in Times of War"
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ANi Iz @ multidizciplinary artlst. Her work
reflects the complax relationships and
symthesis of urhanizm and arganism. Ani
s based in Pragus, having beft her belovad
Kyiw, after the full-zcabe invasion of
Ulraine in 2022,

PANELISTS Lamia Joreige is o viswal artist and fikm-
Lamia Joreige, Lebanon maker who Hves and works (m Beirud. Her

P - F practice, rooted in her cowntry's
ANi Svami, Ukraine experience, explores the possibilties of
representing the Lebanese wars and their
sftermath.

MODERATOR
Nayla Hamadeh

DATE & TIME
February 29 2024
at 16:30UTC

HOSTED VIR
100M AHD LIVESTREAM
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What is art in times of conflict and war, and what
18 its role?

This was the theme of a webinar organized by
LAH withLebanese artist Lamia Jreij and
Ukrainian artist, Ani Svami.

They discussed the complex relationship between
art and war and how conflicts affect artists and the
creation of art.

The webinar was facilitated by Mrs. Nayla
Hamadeh.
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Roundtables
"Let's Talk History" Seminar Series
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As part of the "Let's Talk History" series, LAH organized
three seminars with Dr. Tarek Shams (October 25, 2023),
Prof. Dr. Mohammad Shaya (November 29, 2023), and
Professors Marcelle Hoteit and Ghina El-Kouch (May 24,
2024).

Dr. Shams addressed the crisis of intellectuals in the Arab
world and the abandonment of their academic and ethical
responsibilities in building society and engaging in public
affairs for the common good.

Prof. Dr. Shaya, former Dean of the Faculty of Tourism and
the Institute of Social Sciences at the Lebanese University,
critically analyzed media narratives of the Gaza War,
highlighting the bias and falsification in Israeli and Western
media and the shortcomings in Arab media.

Professor Mrs Marcelle Hoteit and presented research on
diseases and epidemics during the Abbasid era, focusing on
the social history of that period and the history of medicine
among Arabs.

Professor Mrs Ghina El-Kouch also discussed her research
on the Baalbek festivals, their origins, development, and
impact, and how these festivals aligned with Lebanon's
efforts to build a national identity.
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Professional Development

Training of Trainers Program

The trainer team met for the final workshop on August
23-25, 2023, as part of the TOT Program funded by
forumZFD, in partnership with the Educational Center
for Research and Development and in collaboration
with CLS.

The workshop, facilitated by Mrs. Nayla Hamadeh, Ms.
Layla Zahwi, and Dr. Amin Elias, covered topics such as
creating a safe learning environment, incorporating
nonviolent communication, movement, art, and play in
history education.

The workshop also addressed strategies for designing
and facilitating successful workshops, utilizing
historical concepts to deepen understanding, and
building higher-order thinking skills.

The program concluded with an overall evaluation and
the distribution of participation certificates, attended
by the President of CERD, Professor Hiam Iskandar.

Congratulations to all!




July 2024 Z—AH'

Lebanese Association for History
p—plald A slatil it gl

Professional Development

Collaboration with the Faculty of Education at
the Lebanese University
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LAH launched a new collaboration with the Faculty of
Education at the Lebanese University through a workshop
titled "New Approaches in History Teaching: Towards a
Narrative Embracing Diversity."

Aimed at enhancing the abilities of future teachers to
handle multiple narratives and perspectives in history
education, the workshop saw enthusiastic and positive
participation from students.

One student remarked, "You made me love history!" while
another said, "This i1s how our students will learn to
respect others!"
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Professional Development

Is it Time for a Special Toolkit for History
Teachers?

In partnership with forumZFD and within the framework
of the new MOU (2023-2025), LAH organized a workshop

on October 7 at The Ray Hotel - Ain Saadeh, titled "Is it
Time for a Special Toolkit for History Teachers?"

The workshop trained a group of teachers on various
educational digital tools and resources. The tools
developed by the Association included the “Massaruna
Guide”, which offers diverse activities for facilitating
history education, and Massader for using historical
sources.

The tools developed by forumZFD included the "Eye for
an Eye" toolkit on nonviolent communication, Memory of

War, and the Oral History Guide.
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Professional Development

"Eye on the Past, Eye on the Future"
Training Program

LAH, in partnership with forumZFD, has launched the
"Eye on the Past, Eye on the Future" training program for
history teachers. The program commenced with an
interactive workshop on December 8-9, 2023, in Jbeil.

This workshop focused on developing the concept of
causality, creating a safe learning environment, fostering
empathy, team-building, cooperative learning, and
providing constructive feedback.

A subsequent workshop was organized for a second group
of history teachers on January 5-6, 2024, in Ain Saadeh,
emphasizing the same key concepts and activities.




July 2024 114‘/'/'

Lebanese Assoclation for Histoey
Pyl d_sla i d_ s o0l

Professional Development

On January 19-20, 2024, and February 16-17, 2024,
teachers from both groups actively participated in two-
day workshops held in Byblos for Group 1 and in
Ashrafieh for Group 2.

These workshops introduced new teaching practices and
strategies, exploring the concepts of change and
continuity.

The aim was to promote active student engagement in
historical analysis, enhance historical thinking skills, and
encourage teachers to involve their students in analyzing
and understanding the past, while continuing to introduce
innovative teaching practices and strategies.

The program continued throughout the year with various
online and face-to-face workshops. A recent two-day
event brought together 30 history teachers from both
groups representing different regions of Lebanon.

This session focused on developing historical thinking
skills through the historical method: beginning with an
inquiry question, collecting evidence, analyzing, and
drawing new conclusions.

Diversity was a particular emphasis during this workshop,
which also initiated the process of designing and
implementing classroom activities."

Looking forward to more workshops throughout the year!




