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March 2023

A Word from the President

Please allow me to start by a warm
greeting to all of you, dear teachers, on
the occasion of Teachers’ Day. We are
all aware of the struggle that you are all
living, at school or university, due to the
lack of the basic essentials as a result of
the current crisis in Lebanon. You
persist and continue your mission
despite the heavy price that you are all

paying.

I would also like to share my warm
wishes for Mothers’ Day to you, mothers
and fathers, as you all as through your
educational mission you all reflect the
true meaning and values of motherhood
and fatherhood. You are our hope for
building a new human being in
Lebanon.

LAH keeps moving forward because of
your continuous trust and support. You
will find in this issue a glimpse of LAH’s
recent activity with regards to capacity-
building, networking, enhancement of
historical culture, and opening up new
horizons. All of it is evidence for our
trust in each other, in LAH, and in our
country.

Our work is our message that we will
not succumb to despair and death, we
will always choose life and its beauty.
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General Assembly on January 4, 2023

On January 4, LAH held its first General Assembly
meeting for 2023. The agenda included many
sections:

1) The President presented the Financial Report for
2022, an overview of current projects and activities
with special emphasis on the joint project with CERD
in collaboration with UNDP - Lebanon and the “Time
to Talk History” in partnership with the Swiss
Embassy in Lebanon, and reported on the progress
with regards to the MOU with the EPHE — Universités
de Paris in France, and the new MOU with the
ForumZFD.

2) LAH members also contributed in different ways:

Mr. Hassan Abu Zaid shared a new tool that he has
adapted to help learners read a document (image or
text) in history classes. Colleagues gave him
constructive feedback. Mrs. Nayla Hamadeh reported
on her participation in the Arabic Language Day,
organized by UNESCO in Paris, and pointed out to
LAH’s role in enriching Arabic terminology needed in
History education. As part of the reading club section,
Mrs. Maya Abbas hosted Mr. Antoine Saad for a
discussion around his book "Fouad Chehab's
Responsibility for the Cairo Agreement’ shedding
light on a pivotal phase in Lebanon’s contemporary
history.
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Let’s Talk History

As part of LAH’s mission to enhance
historical culture, the “Let’s Talk History”
series of online discussions continue. Over
100 users participated in the three webinars
offered between January and March 2023.
Topics included ancient, medieval, and some
contemporary history.

The first webinar hosted Dr. Marc Abou
Abdallah, specialist in Phoenician History,
who brilliantly presented the problems of the
Phoenician History in terms of methodology
and sources.

The second webinar hosted Dr. Tariq Shams
who took the audience back in time to the
Middle Ages pointing out how people moved
from mythical consciousness to cognitive
consciousness, a topic that he has dealt with
in his book entitled "City of the Gods".

The third webinar landed in Tripoli-Al-Mina

with Dr. Jean Touma and the creation of
“Tripoli's Askala” as a Phoenician coastal city
that the Mamluks converted into an inland
river city, the second in terms of Mamluk
importance after the city of Cairo. Dr. Touma
did not forget to include the history of the
people of Tripoli, including fishermen,
bakers, and carpenters, and their shared
customs.

A big thank you to Admin Committee
members Leila Zahoui, Ibtihaj El Achi, and
Hassan Abou Zayd who hosted the webinars.
This series will continue on a monthly basis
until July, and will resume next fall.

Roundtables
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"Massaruna” Resources are still on the Go!
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Upon the initiative of Maya Abbas and Jihane
Francis, LAH launched a bundle of workshops
to contribute to engaging teachers with the
Massaruna educational resources.

Around 20 teachers participated in the first two

workshops that took place on February 24 and
March 3, 2023.

The two facilitators presented an overview of
the guides and how best to use them to foster
historical thinking by implementing interactive
activities. They also addressed the use of
sources.

The two resources are available on LAH
website.
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Professional Development
Launching of the Training of Trainers Program (TOT) in
partnership with the CERD

Three days of teamwork, professional
development, capacity building and
dynamism and the program kicked off!
LAH launched the Training of Trainers
program in partnership with the CERD
and in collaboration with the Center for
Lebanese Studies. The program is
supported by the UNDP — Lebanon and
the forumZFD.

Facilitated by Nayla Hamadeh, Leila
Zahoui and Amin Elias, the first
workshop focused on building the team
and engaging participants with new
approaches to teaching history.

Participants identified their aims and
available opportunities, engaged in
activities  that nurture  historical
thinking, and they successfully designed
and implemented learning
engagements to build causal reasoning.
They also considered the profile and
skills requires in facilitators.

Feedback was very encouraging as
participants valued the space created by
facilitators to share experiences and
learn from each other and enhance
their understanding of historical
thinking and multi-perspectivity, and
how it contributes to building critical
thinkers.

It was definitely a great leap in history
education in Lebanon!




March 2023

Networking
LAH in dialogue with the CERD Joint Academic Committee

A dialogue process took place between
the Joint Academic Committee at CERD
and a team from LAH. The process, held
between November 2022 and February
2023, comes within the scope of the
Memorandum of Understanding and the
Cooperation Agreement signed with
CERD. The Committee includes the
heads of departments of all subjects. The
dialogue focused on a common vision
for history education in Lebanon.
Within this respect, participants agreed
on the following:

« History is to be considered a science,
a field of knowledge that has its own
methodologies and  approaches.
Hence, the importance of pulling it
away from extreme politicization.

e Pre-university history education is to
be seen as an opportunity to nurture
young historians equipped with
knowledge and competencies,
capabilities and values, that enable
them to interact in today’s, and meet
the needs of society and the century.

e An inquiry approach for teaching

history is needed.

e Consideration is to be given to
interdisciplinarity and Cross-
disciplinarily.

A small committee of both parties will
be writing a joint paper that will be
presented for discussion with
stakeholders.
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Networking

Memorandum of Understanding between LAH and forumZFD
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LAH and forumZFD signed a new memorandum of
understanding (2023-2025), which is centered on three
axes:

1) Capacity building for LAH and its training teams, in
addition to professional developemnt for history teachers
from all over Lebanon.

2) Supporting LAH in its projects aimed at developing
history education in Lebanon through cooperating with
official institutions.

3) Dealing with the past and oral history.



