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Jean-Michel Verdier, président mine Elias, président

Beyrouth, le 14, octobre 2022
Paris, le 28 octobre 2022 | ! A
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Festive greetings: Letter from the president and N
the admin committee .Olé@

As soon as it renewed its mission, LAH moved on to
implement the directives of its members. With regards to
strengthening international partnerships, LAH signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with Ecole Pratique des
Hautes Etudes (EPHE - Universite de Paris III) to enhance
research and exchange. In parallel and with the initiative
of its members, LAH launched the "Let’s talk history”
online series to promote and disseminate historical
knowledge.

LAH has also launched a collaborative exchange and
thinking project with the Academic Committee at the
Center for Educational Research and Development
(CERD) towards developing a common educational vision
for the future of Lebanon and its people. We are also a
few steps away from launching a training of trainers
program in cooperation with the CERD, with the support
of the Peacebuilding Project at UNDP - Lebanon an(f tFl)le
Forum for Civil Peace Service (Forumzfd). Furthermore,
and since Lebanon and its future are our continuous
concern, LAH is promoting the approach of "Dealing with
the Past" through its projects and%y training its members
with the aim of building peace and a new level of
consciousness in Lebanon.

Please allow me to say that, You, honorable members,
remain the best anchor for LAH by your embracing of all
activities, projects, goals and aspirations. And, as the year
comes to an end and with the values that the Holidays
carry, we would like to wish hope, prosperity and love to
each and everyone of you and to our beautiful Lebanon.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Roundtables
"Let's talk History”

As part of its continuous aim to promote historical
knowledge, LAH launched a series of roundtables
under the title "Let’s talk History". Two webinars took
place. On November 4, Mr. Suhail Mneimneh, founder
and president of the “Beirut Heritage” Association, was
invited to talk about the association’s efforts to preserve
Beirut’s heritage, and to explore the potential
cooperation with LAH to raise new generations’ interest
in heritage and historical culture. The webinar was
moderated by Mr. Hassan Abou Zeid.

On January 9, Dr. Simon Abd Al-Masih was invited to
discuss his book "The Windmills of Capitalism".
Through the history of the town of Haqel Al-Jubailiya,
he analysed the socio-economic transformations that
took place in Mount Lebanon in the 19th century and
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LAH participates in a roundtable about
education and the enhancement of freedoms

Mrs. Nayla Hamadeh participated in a roundtable
discussion, organized by “Search for common ground” in
coordination with Dr. Amin Elias, around education and its
role in fostering freedom of belief and religion in Lebanon.
Mrs. Hamadeh presented the work that LAH has been
doing in developing history teaching and its role in
promoting freedom in general, especially freedom in
thought, conscience, belief and religion. Dr. Elias
emphasized the importance of freedom of conscience in
liberating the individual from the tyranny of the group,
and thus enabling social contract renewal on the basis of
personal free will, where each person bears his/her
responsibilities in relation to this contract.

A very interesting discussion took place between
participants who shared experiences in promoting
individual freedoms, especially freedom of religion and
belief through education.

They included Dr. Nayla Tabbara, Dr. Wadih Al-Khoury,
Dr. Sari Hanafi, Father Boulos Wehbe among others.

Webinar on the "Masaruna” teaching guides -

e workshop
. w s
"Gl pulsd e g ™ With the aim to activate the use of the “Massaruna”
Z00m Gau e teaching guides, LAH organized, on November 21,
OV OASRUELWBOQUANO NTWESNEINA09 an online workshop run by Mrs.Jihane Francis and
. Mrs.Maya Abbas. The facilitators went through the
b m educational theory behind the guides, their
&4yl gl 90 sections and content and conversed with

participants about ways to use these resources. The
webinar joined a good number of interested
teachers.

LAH is planning several additional similar
workshops to help teachers use the guides.

Y A (s T il Workshops program will be announced soon.
elusa ¥ - 021
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Professional Development

Towards a national educational vision: workshops
with the academic committee of the Educational
Center for Research and Development

Within the framework of the MOU signed between the
Educational Center for Research and Development
(CERD) and the Lebanese Association for History, two
workshops were organized on November 16 and
December 7, 2022 with the members of the academic
committee at CERD who represent all the departments.
Discussions revolved around the nature of history, a
science with its own methodology and elements and
that students must not be considered passive recipients
of history. Rather, they are to contribute to building
their historical knowledge, building competences and
developing life skills. Part1c1pants concluded that history
is a means to make students "young historians” who
possess all the competencies of a historian.

These workshops will continue early next year. An
educational paper that expresses the common vision for
education in general and for teaching history in
particular will be jointly written and then shared
publicly with all stakeholders.

Networking

LAH signed a memorandum of understanding with the

EPHE University - Université de Paris III with the aim of
it * o s g strengthening research in the fields of historical knowledge
fmne . | PSL LAH TSNS > : Lfalares

and history education between the two institutions. The
main themes of this collaboration revolve around

historical dynamics associated with intellectual,
philosophical and religious currents and cultural creativity.
The cooperation is lead to mutual practical publications,

CONVENTION CADRE DE COOPERATION INTERNATIONALE

b |
1
enhance cooperation between the shores of the

A Mediterranean in terms of exchanging experiences,
/ : \ spreading historical culture, scientific and a rational
Pour [Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes | Pour PAssociation ibanaise de Fhistaire approach to history, and humanities fields in general, given

o ' = that these subjects constitute a cornerstone in building the
P — . aspired human being in the Mediterranean countries. It

g b el also comes within LAH’s new mission that incorporates a

N — new track for enhancing historical knowledge and
Pariz,fe 28 ototee 2072 1 — research, and its continuous desire to build networks
e
locally, regionally, and internationally.

conferences and seminars
This agreement comes out of the aim of both institutions to

Jean-Michel Verdier, président



